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Abstract

According to Imami jurisprudential principles, one established method for resolving apparent
contradictions between narrations is the use of preferential criteria. Among these is the preference
for narrations that oppose the al-‘Ammah and the rejection of those that conform to them. This
principle is prominent in Imami legal theory, but Imami jurists disagree about the meaning of al-
‘Ammah and how to identify it. Interpretations include equating al-'Ammah with the legal
verdicts of Sunni jurisprudence, the inclinations of political rulers and judges, narrations from
Sunni sources, opinions of Abii Hanifah, or general agreement with Sunni legal principles. The
present study uses a descriptive-analytical method and relies on library-based sources. It critically
assesses the foundations of each interpretation. The analysis shows that none of these criteria,
when alone, can fully define al-' Ammah. Each criterion reveals only part of a broader notion. The
findings suggest al-‘Ammah refers to prevailing public opinion, shaped by social, legal, and
political influences. Lexical analysis and narrative texts support this, with references to "al-Nas,"
"al-‘ Ammah," "al-Qawm," and phrases about ideas people cannot accept. These reinforce the
proposed framework.
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