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Abstract

The holding of political-social positions by women is a controversial issue among the jurists of
the five schools of Islamic thought. The position of Marja‘ Taqlid (religious authority), as one of
the instances of women holding positions, is no exception to this and has always had opponents
and supporters. The necessity of realizing justice requires that if there is no Sharia impediment in
this regard, women who possess the necessary qualifications for this position should not be
deprived of holding it. The present study aims to answer the fundamental question of "Is there a
Sharia impediment to women's authority as Marja‘® Taqlid (religious authority) in Islamic
jurisprudence?" Using a descriptive-analytical method, and relying on authoritative
jurisprudential sources, it discusses and examines the opinions and views of scholars and jurists
of various eras regarding the position and role of women in the position of Marja“ Taqlid (religious
authority). The investigations carried out in this article indicate that no verse or hadith explicitly
prohibits women from being Marja‘* Taqlid, and the arguments that jurists have so far used to
deny women's authority are subject to criticism and cannot be relied upon. Furthermore, accepting
women's authority as Marja‘ Taqlid, given their mastery and deeper understanding of the specific
issues and needs of the women's community, can have significant benefits in the field of
jurisprudence and responding to the needs of followers.
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